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Abstract 
The nation is facing a crisis in its community colleges: more and more students are 
attending community colleges, but most of them are not prepared for college-level work. 
The problem may be most dire in mathematics. By most accounts, the majority of students 
entering community colleges are placed (based on placement test performance) into 
"developmental” (or remedial) mathematics courses (e.g., Adelman, 1985; Bailey et al., 
2005). The organization of developmental mathematics differs from school to school, but 
most colleges have a sequence of developmental mathematics courses that starts with 
basic arithmetic, then goes on to pre-algebra, elementary algebra, and finally intermediate 
algebra, all of which must be passed before a student can enroll in a transfer-level college 
mathematics course. 


