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Abstract

The applied calculus course is generally a less theoretical version of the traditional calculus
course aimed at non-science majors. In many colleges, students enrolling in this course are
business majors, often majoring in economics or finance. A frequent complaint of students is
the paucity of realistic applications relevant to these disciplines. The literature study



revealed few realistic multivariable applications to these disciplines. The applications found
included the usual, hackneyed, maximize profit/revenue, minimize cost, or determine if
demand functions are complementary/substitutes exercises. A review of texts in economics
and finance found interesting applications and/or interpretations to level curves,
homogeneous functions and Euler’s theorem. The authors claim no originality in the
following discussion; however, these applications need a wider audience in the
mathematical community with the goal of ultimately benefitting students.



