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Abstract 

 
AMATYC’s document, Crossroads in Mathematics, encourages mathematics faculty to 
"foster interactive learning through student writing,” among other activities in its section on 
standards for introductory college mathematics. However, as Meier and Rishel (1998) point 
out, these student writing assignments must be carefully designed in order to successfully 
foster student learning and engagement. Without a connection to the class material, a 
writing assignment will be less en-gaging to students and will be less successful in 
achieving an increase in student understanding. 

 


