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Mathematics has always been a key component of the liberal arts education in American higher
education, but a shift is occurring as to what is needed for current students. To better understand
the shifting needs, faculty members representing academic majors from public four-year colleges
and universities in a state in the southeastern United States completed a survey about the
mathematical needs of students in their programs. The survey responses indicate that the
mathematical needs vary between majors but are somewhat consistent within certain meta-
majors. These needs are described, and we discuss implications for general studies programs in
the mathematical sciences.
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