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Polynomial Division: Thinking Inside the Box and Out 

Christopher B. Noffsinger and J. B. Thoo, Yuba College  

 
Many students struggle with long division when they first learn it, whether it is long division of 
natural numbers or of polynomials. Here, we present another approach to long division that uses 
boxes for bookkeeping. We give examples of using this “box division” for dividing polynomials 
and natural numbers. Finally, we conclude by presenting a modification of the standard method 
for polynomial long division that helps to eliminate common student mistakes. 
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