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There are many algebra topics with which students have difficulty. One such concept is solving
absolute value equations and absolute value inequalities. There are common procedures that are
supplied to students in textbooks, but these textbook procedures can be confusing to students. If
students were exposed more to the absolute value definition to work such equations, then they
would have less information to memorize and be less confused. This article illustrates the
benefits of the use of definitions to students when solving absolute value equations and absolute
value inequalities, achieved via a comparison of basic textbook methods and the definition
method.
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