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Getting students to be active participants in challenging work often means coaxing them out of 
deep-rooted passivity and fear. The authors find that good games, in both digital and nondigital 
form, work to get students excited and learning more deeply. Several nondigital games and three 
free NSF-sponsored digital games are highlighted, with student focus-group and survey data. The 
authors give resources to faculty who would like to learn more about game-based learning and 
encourage anyone who would like to do research on the NSF games to contact them. We also 
have an addendum about playing games online via conferencing apps (such as Zoom) or 
asynchronously, for all faculty impacted by the sudden change to distance learning. 
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