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Abstract

The relationships between instructor immediacy, verbal and nonverbal, and students’ motivation
for mathematics learning were investigated. Participants were 198 students enrolled in Calculus II
courses in a state-supported college located in the Southwestern United States. During the last
three weeks of a spring semester, participants completed a questionnaire comprised of three
instruments that measured instructor verbal immediacy, instructor nonverbal immediacy, and
student motivation. Results indicated that instructor verbal immediacy and nonverbal immediacy
were moderately correlated with student motivation in mathematics. Findings invoke instructors of
freshman and sophomore level mathematics to make simple modifications in their verbal and
nonverbal interactions with students to positively impact student motivation in mathematics.
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