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Abstract

Learning is a student responsibility; however the learning environment is also the responsibility of
faculty (supported by the institution). Beyond Crossroads Chapter 4 provides recommendations
and standards in both areas of responsibilities. This Standard and the Recommendation, suggest a
goal that all students be successful in mathematics, even those with a ‘weak background’ or ‘poor
study skills’. The new approaches such as the Carnegie Foundations ‘Pathways’ and the Charles A.
Dana Center at the University of Texas at Austin Dana Center New Mathways Program seek to
apply sound cognitive research to create conditions that support all students. This represents a
dramatic shift from a traditional approach that tends to blame students for not being successful,
towards a positive outcomes approach. Essentially, these new approaches seek to eliminate any
correlation between student characteristics and learning outcomes, to provide equally high chances
of success for all students.
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