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Today’s classrooms are composed of a rich composition of students from diverse backgrounds, 

yet mathematics coursework continues to focus on the same selection of White male 

mathematicians. In their study of middle school mathematical textbooks, Piatek-Jiminez et al. 

(2014) found that men over women and Whites over other ethnic groups are portrayed as more 

mathematical, and Native Americans were not portrayed at all. Further analysis showed that 

when African Americans were portrayed, it was typically as an athlete or famous 

nonmathematical historical figure, and women were portrayed in fewer STEM-related careers. 

This fails to acknowledge the contribution of the many diverse scholars in the field and 

perpetuates the misconception of who mathematicians can be. To engender a sense of belonging 

in the classroom, students not only need to see themselves in their classmates and professors 

(Rainey et al., 2018), but also in the role models referenced in classes. Several mathematics 

courses at a community college in a small urban city presented their classes with biographies of 

multicultural mathematicians and STEM alumni from the college. We observed that when 

students are exposed to diverse mathematicians, a dialogue about race and gender becomes an 

authentic part of the classroom discourse. Here, discourse is defined as both oral and written 

language as communication between teachers and students. As students reflected on their own 

journey through mathematics and STEM, they indicated an interest in learning more about these 

scholars. Further, in classrooms that are predominantly White, including the faculty, discussing 

diverse mathematical figures provides students the opportunity to connect to individuals they can 

identify with through race, gender, and circumstance. 
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