Finding a Balance: Experiments with a New Pedagogy for Teaching
How to Solve Equations in Elementary Algebra

Matteo Tamburini, Northwest Indian College

The article describes the author’s current approach for teaching elementary algebra students how
to solve linear equations in a world in which there is wide availability of software and apps like
Photomath (2022), while trying to implement the values described in IMPACT (AMATYC,
2018). The approach de-emphasizes symbolic manipulation and emphasizes reasoning,
communication, multiple representations, the use of technology and a cycle of drafting and
assessment that relies on a rubric. The article includes samples of student work.
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