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There is a rich literature of promoting teaching or curricular treatments for helping students solve
problems with flexibility and originality. However, it is still not clear how such problem solving
with flexibility and originality is connected to routine problem solving nor how students may
learn to migrate away from routine solutions toward solutions involving flexibility and
originality. This study examines such connection from a theoretical perspective. The study shows
that “expanded” problem solving is the key for helping students achieve flexibility and
originality in problem solving, and “open interpretation and context” is the key for turning
routine problem solving into expanded problem solving. Opportunities and teaching methods for
helping students develop flexibility and originality in problem solving are discussed.
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