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On Factoring Trinomials 

Michael McClendon and Chad Marshall, University of Central Oklahoma 

 

This article contains a comprehensive list of various methods that can be used to factor 

trinomials. Included are techniques as old as the quadratic formula and as recent as the Po-Shen 

Loh method. Each method is explained completely, and examples are worked using the various 

methods. In addition, a factoring method that factors trinomials by locating summands of its 

coefficients, as opposed to locating factors of its coefficients, is described. The article also 

describes how to create trinomials that can be factored more readily using this summand method. 
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