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The Mediant is More Than a Mistake 

Michael W. Ecker, Pennsylvania State University, Wilkes–Barre Campus (retired) 

 

From the childhood naïveté of adding fractions incorrectly ,
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 we are led to the 

definition of the mediant of two fractions. Past that age, however, one is hard pressed to see the 

mediant’s expression, ,
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 appear as either a calculation or a quantity worth considering. Can 

we rectify that by giving this expression not just some utility and interpretation, but also doing it 

in a way that would be accessible to students? 
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