Three-Act Tasks: The Gift that Keeps on Giving
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Three-Act Tasks encapsulate true problem solving in an engaging and media-rich way. This
article discusses a specific task—The Big Nickel—and how this task and similar ones perplex
students, engage them in discussions, and create rich problem-solving environments. One
unexpected outcome is that some students think about the problem context for far longer than
teachers might assume; this comes with the delayed reward of a solution later in the semester.
The broad aim of this article is to bring widespread awareness to Three-Act Tasks, with the hope
that more community college faculty import them into daily instruction.
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