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Abstract
The Mathematical Association of America’s Tensor-SUMMA Grants aim to boost

underrepresented students’ accomplishments in mathematics with funded projects that encourage
students to more deeply explore mathematics. (The “SUMMA” of Tensor-SUMMA stands for
Strengthening Underrepresented Minority Mathematics Achievement.) In this paper we describe
how Tensor-SUMMA grants have allowed us to engage and mentor undergraduate students at
LaGuardia Community College through carefully designed research projects. Over several years,
we expanded project activities to include STEM talks, mathematics events, and career advisement.
We also share a student success story and detail students’ responses to a survey taken near the
completion of their projects.
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