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Abstract 
We begin by examining a trinomial factoring method that is not often mentioned in standard 

textbooks, but is nevertheless becoming more prevalent in elementary algebra courses. Specific 

examples are considered to gain familiarity with the method, and then the underlying algebra of the 

method is scrutinized, with formal proofs given to this effect. The method is then compared with 

several other popular factoring methods, highlighting the similarities in the algebra behind these 

methods despite the apparent differences in their steps. The article closes with some speculation on 

how the method may have been derived from the quadratic formula. 

 

 

Marc Nye is a lecturer at California State University in Sacramento, 

CA, and an adjunct professor at Sierra College in Rocklin, CA. His 

hobbies include writing computer programs (the latest of which he 

hopes will discover a larger Mersenne prime than those currently 

known), and writing short screenplays as a member of the independent 

movie group, Film Storm Productions.  
 

 

 

 

 

 


