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Abstract 
This article examines the literature on the effectiveness of the use of formative assessment 

combined with active learning strategies in college classrooms in general and especially in 

teaching and learning of mathematics. It gives a description of what formative assessment and 

active learning represent, the evidence for effectiveness of their use in providing opportunities for 

feedback and revision, which leads students to a higher level of thinking and a better 

understanding. How different types of formative assessment and active learning can be conducted 

in different classroom communities aligned with other perspectives of learning environments 

(learner-centered, knowledge-centered, and assessment-centered) help in improving students 

understanding and logical thinking skills, and in promoting lifelong learning skills, will be 

explored as well. 
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