
 

Strange Functions with Simple Compositions 
 

Michael W. Ecker 
Pennsylvania State University, Wilkes-Barre 

 
 
Abstract: 
 
A set is closed under an operation if the result of applying it always produces another element of the 
set, typically something familiar. In this article, we look at reversing this to see whether or not a 
familiar object can always be thought of as coming from applying such an operation to elements of a 
familiar set. 
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