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The present work is intended as a classroom note on the 
topic of parabolas. We present several real-world 
applications of parabolas, outline a short classroom lab 
activity using the Mirage Illusion, derive fundamental 
formulas and properties of parabolas, and suggest 
analogous discussions in the context of ellipses. The 
content is suitable for use in college algebra 
or precalculus as well as in fi rst-year calculus courses. 
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