Open Educational Resources: A Faculty Author’s Perspective

Barbara Illowsky is the
Mathematics Department
Chair at De Anza College in
Cupertino, CA, where she’s
taught since 1989. She is the
immediate past president of
the CA Mathematics Council,
Community Colleges, and
was the first project director
for the International
Community Colleges
Consortium for Open
Educational Resources. She
earned her PhD in education
from Capella University,
specializing in instructional
design for online learning, her
masters in statistics from the
Wharton School, University of
Pennsylvania, and

her bachelors in mathematics
from the University at Albany
(formally the State University
of New York at Albany).

Barbara Illowsky, De Anza College

As the coauthor (with Susan Dean, retired De Anza
College mathematics faculty) of a formally for-profit and
now open (i.e., free on the web) textbook, Collaborative
Statistics, | receive lots of questions about open
educational resources (OER), which can be summarized
as the follows: (1) What are OER? (2) Why do you support,
actively promote, and speak about OER? (3) If a book is
available for free, then is it really any good? (4) How can |
find good OER for my courses? And (5) Why should | (the
person asking me the question) bother when | might need
to do more work if | choose an OER? (AKA What’s in it for
me?)?



