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As the coauthor (with Susan Dean, retired De Anza 
College mathematics faculty) of a formally for-profit and 
now open (i.e., free on the web) textbook, Collaborative 
Statistics, I receive lots of questions about open 
educational resources (OER), which can be summarized 
as the follows: (1) What are OER? (2) Why do you support, 
actively promote, and speak about OER? (3) If a book is 
available for free, then is it really any good? (4) How can I 
find good OER for my courses? And (5) Why should I (the 
person asking me the question) bother when I might need 
to do more work if I choose an OER? (AKA What’s in it for 
me?)? 

 


