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Download Activity 

Too often, students memorize mathematical 
procedures without understanding the "why” behind 
the "how.” As educators, our role is to help students 
understand the big ideas, make connections between 
related concepts, and learn to recognize mathematical 
concepts in real-world contexts. This issue’s When Am I 
Ever Going to Use This? activity is designed to help each 
of us do that. 

The real-world context for this activity is home-
improvement company growth. Data is provided 
regarding the number of Home Depot and Lowe’s 
stores. Since many students have interacted with one 
or both of these companies as a consumer, the context 
is familiar to them. 

 

https://amatyc.org/page/companygrowth.pdf

