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Finding a Reflection’s Normal Line 

Michael W. Ecker, Pennsylvania State University, Wilkes–Barre Campus, retired 

 

 

It is well known that a ray of light in a vacuum or air meeting a flat surface reflects so that the 

angle of incidence equals the angle of reflection. In this article, we take a look at a kind of 

converse. Specifically, what if we know only a point A on the ray going to the surface and a 

second point B on the ray leaving the surface? Can we determine the location of the normal? 
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