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To interest students in the power and beauty of calculus, students are sometimes assigned a 
project with a theme. In this assignment, students enjoy working on a project involving Newton's 
Law of Cooling to prove their innocence in a murder case. The project shows a practical 
application of the law, requires expository writing, lets students use their creativity, and 
encourages students to practice solving differential equations with initial conditions which, in 
turn, require integration. The project was given to students in an Honors Calculus II course 
(Math 104H) at Glendale Community College and produced the following two exceptional 
results, including the graphic novel version “The Death of Dr. Derivative,” by Fernando Vega-
Cid. 
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