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Harmless Errors 

Leonard M. Wapner, El Camino College (retired) 

 

Mathematics textbooks and other instructional media may contain errors (computational, logical, 

typographical) which are either corrected upon discovery or, over time, elevated to acceptability. 

Errors are undesirable. However, there are cases where the correction may be far worse than the 

error itself, and acceptance would be the price paid for convenience and instructional clarity. 

Such “forgivable faults” ought to be acknowledged, if only briefly, when first encountered by 

students. Examples given are from arithmetic, algebra, trigonometry, and calculus. 

 

Keywords: Heaviside cover-up method, indefinite integration, rounding, half-angle formulas 

 

 

Leonard M. Wapner earned his BA and MAT degrees in mathematics 

from UCLA. He is now retired after teaching 40+ years at El Camino 

College in Torrance, California. He is the author of two books: The Pea 

and the Sun: A Mathematical Paradox and Unexpected Expectations: 

The Curiosities of a Mathematical Crystal Ball. 

 

 

 

 


