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Geometry, History, and Liberty:
Exploring Philadelphia Through Mathematics

by Celisa Counterman, Local Events Coordinator

As AMATYC gathers in Philadelphia this November, attendees will have the opportunity to experience a
city where mathematics, history, and architecture intersect at every corner Beyond the conference se5510ns,
x Philadelphia itself offers a mathematical walking tour filled with ;
patterns, symmetry, engineering, and design.
AMATYC A natural starting point is Independence Hall, where the
1. Jiberty. and he - Dalanced Georgian architecture reflects mathematical ideas of
Sursaat of Mathematics symmetry and proportion. The evenly spaced windows, geometric
,// 20 25 *  layout, and careful design demonstrate how mathematics contrib-
* uted to the sense of order and stability valued during the founding
of the nation. :
Just steps away, the Liberty Bell Center offers another reminder that mathematics and history
are deeply connected. The bell itself became an engineering challenge after its famous crack,
highlighting the relationship among materials, stress, vibration, and structural design. =
For those interested in geometry on a grand scale, City Hall is a must-see. Once the tallest Independence Hall
habitable building in the world, Philadelphia’s City Hall combines ornate design with remarkable ~ Photo courtesy of National Park Service
engineering. Its tower, arches, and interior spaces provide countless examples of symmetry, measurement, and spatial reasoning. Standing
. beneath the massive structure, visitors can appreciate the mathematical precision required long before
g | modern technology existed.
The Philadelphia Museum of Art offers another mathematical experience. Beyond the famous “Rocky
= Steps,” the museum’s neoclassical design showcases balance, proportion, and repetition. The staircase
3} itself becomes an engaging exercise in slope, elevation, and perspective.
Across the street from our hotel, you are likely to visit Reading Terminal Market, where mathematics
* appears in a different form-through patterns, logistics, optimization, and spatial organization. The market
demonstrates how mathematical thinking supports the flow of people, goods, and commerce in vibrant
public spaces.
For a modern contrast, Philadelphia’s skyline
»\ reveals the evolution of applied mathematics in archi-
» tecture and engineering. Glass towers and contempo-
¢ rary structures rely on mathematical modeling, load
calculations, and environmental design to shape the
city’s future while standing alongside its historic past.
This year’s conference theme, Life, Liberty, and
the Pursuit of Mathematics, reminds us that mathematics is not isolated from human ex-
perience. In Philadelphia, mathematics lives in the buildings, streets, markets, museums,
and monuments that continue to shape civic life. - :
While attending AMATYC this November, take time to explore the city beyond the Philadelphia Museum of Art
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City Hall
Photo courtesy of PHLCVB

conference rooms. Philadelphia may become one of the most memorable mathematics Photo courtesy of PHLCVB
lessons of all.



President’'s Message

Sparking Up a Year of Mathematics

The year 2026 has been designated the Year of Mathemat-
ics. This year-long national celebration and campaign aims to
reignite America's appreciation for mathematics. As stated on
the website, https://theyearofmath.org, "By targeting a broad,
nationwide audience, the initiative engages people to experience
the beauty, relevance, and potential of math in profound ways.
The Year of Math invites individuals of all backgrounds to ex-
plore the subject without fear of judgment or failure." I strongly
encourage all of you to visit the campaign's website, which I will
share again here: https://theyearofmath.org.

The Conference Board of the Mathematical Sciences
(CBMS) and its member societies (AMATYC is one of nineteen)
are helping make 2026 truly feel like the Year of Mathemat-
ics. Also, film screenings, adult financial literacy sessions, and
many other events are taking place throughout the country to
celebrate this movement. Please share the website with your
colleagues and constituents, and help spread the word about
the Year of Mathematics! As René Descartes put it, "But in my
opinion, all things in nature occur mathematically.”

AMATYC used the summer of 2026 to provide a spark of its
own. Summer Spark, a series of webinar presentations featuring

Eddic Tethentethian

Los Angeles Pierce College * Woodland Hills, CA

selected sessions from the Reno Conference, took place on June
25 and 26. More than 220 participants joined us online for two
days of outstanding presentations, Chat and Chews, and oppor-
tunities to connect as a community. Many thanks to Webinar
Coordinator Kelly Spoon and to the Professional Development
Committee, led by Chair Jason Farrington, along with members
Kim Walters (Southeast VP), Mike Caparula (Midwest VP), Ben
Moulton (West VP), Turi Suski (Conference Coordinator), and
Karen Gaines (Online Community Coordinator).

This free event was a great success and marked our first
attempt to provide a summer professional development oppor-
tunity while also fostering community among our current and
future members. One of the 2026-2027 Board's primary goals
is to continue offering professional development opportunities
throughout the year. While our annual in-person conference
remains our flagship event, we also want to expand our reach
by creating meaningful opportunities for learning, collaboration,
and connection year-round.

I hope you will join us in the future. Let 2026-and every
year that follows-be the Year of Mathematics!

—‘—

Student Mathematics League
by Matthew Pragel, Coordinator

A total of 118 teams competed in the 2025-2026 Student Mathematics League. Congratulations to all participating schools

and students for their outstanding efforts and achievements!

Final Team Results Score
1 De Anza College (CA) 2535
2 Northern Virginia CC (VA) 251.0
3 Evergreen Valley College (CA) 236.0
4 Tarrant County College (TX) 219.0
5 Austin CC (TX) 2185
6  Santa Monica College (CA) 2155
7  El Camino College (CA) 2115
8 College of the Canyons (CA) 2035
9 Pasadena City College (CA) 202.0
10 Orange Coast College (CA) 1975

Final Individual Results Score
1 Aryan Shome Collin College (TX) 675
2 Hazel Ward Middlesex CC (MA) 65.0
3 Ilyas Halmamedov  Northern Virginia CC (VA) 64.5
4 Zongyi Wan Irvine Valley College (CA) 60.5
5 Aidan Hsiao College of San Mateo (CA) 58.0
6 Luke Steel San Diego Mesa College (CA) 545
7 June Kim El Camino College (CA) 54.0
8 Ian Jang Northern Virginia CC (VA) 52.0
9 Zhong Li Santa Monica College (CA) 515

Emiliano Mercado ~ Northern Virginia CC (VA) 515

Top Schools and Students by Region

¢ Northeast: Middlesex CC (MA)
Hazel Ward, Middlesex CC (MA)
¢ Mid-Atlantic: Northern Virginia CC (VA)
Ilyas Halmamedov, Northern Virginia CC (VA)
e Southeast: GSU Perimeter College (GA)
Bella Yuan, Forsyth Tech CC (NC)
e Midwest: Oakland CC (MI)
Taylor DeStefano, College of DuPage (IL)

e Central: Johnson County CC (KS)
Jonathan King, Johnson County CC (KS)
e Southwest: Tarrant County College (TX)
Aryan Shome, Collin College (TX)
¢ Northwest: Bellevue College (WA)
Christopher Talty, Highline College (WA)
e West: De Anza College (CA)
Zongyi Wan, Irvine Valley College (CA)

Thank you to all the faculty members who contributed by creating and reviewing problems and administering this years con-
test. We hope you'll join us again next year! Registration information for the 2026-2027 Student Mathematics League is available
on the AMATYC website at www.amatyc.org/student-mathematics-league.


https://theyearofmath.org
https://theyearofmath.org
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/I\ AMATYC Welcoming Project ACCCESS

\/ | \_/ Project ACCCESS Cohort 22!

by Karina Ochs, Project ACCCESS Coordinator

Advancing Community College Careers.
Education, Scholarship, and Service

We are delighted to announce that invitations have been extended to twenty-eight outstanding educators to join Project
ACCCESS Cohort 22. These dedicated mathematics faculty members bring enthusiasm, talent, and a commitment to excellence in
teaching and learning, and we are thrilled to welcome them to the Project ACCCESS community.

Selecting this year’s cohort was both a rewarding and inspiring experience, as we had the opportunity to learn about an excep-
tional and diverse group of mathematics educators from across the country. Cohort 22 represents seventeen states, bringing togeth-
er a wide range of perspectives, experiences, and institutional backgrounds that will enrich the fellowship experience for everyone
involved.

We would also like to thank the AMATYC community for helping spread the word about the fellowship. The continued support
of our colleagues across the country allows Project ACCCESS to reach and inspire mathematics faculty members who are passion-
ate about mathematics education, innovation, and leadership.

Our team has already begun planning an exciting and engaging experience for Cohort 22 as they begin their fellowship jour-
ney. We look forward to meeting our newest fellows at the 2026 AMATYC Conference in Philadelphia, where they will have oppor-
tunities to connect with peers, engage with mentors, and begin building professional relationships.

Calling All Project ACCCESS Alumni: Become a Mentor!

As we prepare for the upcoming year, we are looking for Project ACCCESS alumni to serve as mentors for Cohort 22. Mentors
provide guidance, encouragement, and support as fellows begin working on their year-long projects, explore professional opportuni-
ties, and grow as leaders in the mathematics education community.

Mentors will have the opportunity to meet fellows at the 2026 AMATYC Conference in Philadelphia, provide guidance through-
out the fellowship year, and share insights

gained from their own Project ACCCESS S 9

experiences. Serving as a mentor is Donatlng to PI‘OJ ect ACCCESS

a meaningful way to give back to the Project ACCCESS started in 2004 with a grant from ExxonMobil. That grant
program, remain actively engaged in the | covered the majority of AMATYC's costs in supporting ACCCESS Fellows’ attendance
fellowship community, and support the at our conferences for over 20 years. While that grant has ended, Project ACCCESS is
professional growth of future leaders. still going strong!

We hope you will consider sharing Project ACCCESS started as a program specifically for new faculty but is now
your experience and expertise to help open to all faculty. This change was made because we saw how the program devel-
guide and inspire our Cohort 22 fellows. | oped many leaders within AMATYC and across the country. Many experienced faculty

If you are interested in serving as a members need leadership training as they transition into administrative positions
mentor for Cohort 22, contact Rebecca within their colleges, affiliates, and AMATYC.

Claxton at rebecca.claxton@raritanval.edu. Project ACCCESS accepts up to 30 Fellows each year. For each Fellow, AMATYC

Please feel free to contact me at provides funding for four nights of lodging and conference registration for two con-
karina.ochs@amatyc.org with any ques- secutive conferences. Please consider donating to www.amatyc.org/donate/6d8c550d-
tions about Project ACCCESS. 8e92-4a94-9b67-24233b0602a7 through the AMATYC Foundation to help create the

I look forward to seeing you all in next generation of leaders in mathematics education.

Philadelphia!

Message from the Website Coordinator

Chris Riola

Hello! I hope your summer is going  dates, contact information, or page con- information to the calendar. Please en-
well. tent. You can always email me at sure your information is current, as this

This is a reminder to all AMATYC chris.riola@amatyc.org. is the information the AMATYC office
leaders to let me know about any Affiliate leaders, please make sure uses to contact affiliate leaders.
updates needed for your pages on the your affiliate information is up to date I hope you enjoy the rest of your
AMATYC website. I correct typos as | on the Affiliates page at www.amatycorg/  summer and enjoy the rest of the news-
come across them, but I appreciate you  about-us/affiliates-by-region/. While you're letter!
keeping me informed of any updates to there, you can also add your conference
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The ACCTION Project and the Future of College Algebra

by Scott Adamson and Trey Cox

Imagine a College Algebra classroom where students collaborate at white-
boards, debate ideas, analyze real-world data, and build mathematical models
together. Instead of memorizing disconnected procedures, students develop a
connected understanding of how mathematics explains the world around them.

That vision is at the heart of the ACCTION Project, a collaboration be-
tween Randolph CC and Chandler-Gilbert CC supported by a $1.7 million NSF

grant (DUE 2439731). The primary goal of the ACCTION Project (Advancing
ACCTI o N Community College Teaching: Innovations to Overhaul Norms) is to accelerate
the adoption of active learning strategies in community college mathematics
through research-supported interventions. The project includes the creation
and dissemination of: (1) Open Educational Resources (OERs) for teaching precalculus algebra through active
learning; (2) an expository documentary that visually demonstrates active learning in community college mathe-
matics while highligshting student engagement and cognitive processes; and (3) virtual professional development
and support for local professional learning communities.

A major focus during the first year of the five-year project is the development of the OER materials. The
curriculum is organized around big mathematical ideas rather than isolated procedures. Students are en-
couraged to reason, estimate, and visualize before applying formulas, helping them understand not only how
mathematics works, but also why it works. Each unit begins with an "Anchor Problem," a rich real-world task
that students revisit throughout the unit as their mathematical understanding deepens.

The materials also follow an "Experience First, Formalize Later" approach. Students first explore pat-
terns, data, and contexts before formal vocabulary and symbolic notation are introduced, allowing concepts
to emerge naturally through investigation and discussion.

ACCTION classrooms incorporate active learning strategies such as collaborative group work, purpose-
ful discourse, and productive struggle. Instructors guide learning by facilitating discussion and exploration
rather than relying primarily on lecture.

The ACCTION Project rep-
resents more than a curriculum
redesign. It is an effort to reimag-
ine College Algebra as a course
that promotes deeper under-
standing, stronger engagement,
and greater student success in
STEM pathways. Faculty piloting
the materials will participate in
training at Randolph Community
College in July 2026, and educa-
tors can also explore these ideas
during an ACCTION workshop
at the 2026 AMATYC Annual
Conference this November.

Experience It. Teach It.

Randolph CC students engaged in active learning

Mu Alpha Theta

by Mari Menard, Mu Alpha Theta Representative

After enjoying a little summer fun or finishing a summer teaching session,
take some time to explore Mu Alpha Theta before the fall semester begins.
From grants to student scholarships, Mu Alpha Theta is for all students,
regardless of degree program.

Ready to learn more or apply for a new chapter? Visit the AMATYC Mu
Alpha Theta website at www.amatyc.org/about-us/partner-organizations/
mu-alpha-theta.

If you have questions about a two-year college application, please email
marimenard@amatyc.org.
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Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Mathematics in Philadelphia

by Julie Gunkelman, Program Coordinator

Start making plans to join colleagues and friends for the 52" AMATYC Annual Conference in
historic Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, taking place November 19-22, 2026. Nestled in the heart of the
x city at the Philadelphia Marriott Downtown, this year's conference offers the perfect backdrop to ex-
* plore our theme: "Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Mathematics." Outside of conference hours, you will
AMATYC find plenty of history and culture to explore just steps away-whether it’s visiting Independence Hall
. Libery, and /e and the iconic Liberty Bell, grabbing a bite at the historic Reading Terminal Market, or taking a scenic
St of Nathematiesstyroll to the Philadelphia Museum of Art. Inside the convention space, inspiration will shine brightly
,// 90 25 *  through presentations designed to spark innovative ideas and foster engaging discussions.
® « * * Whether this is your first AMATYC Conference or your twentieth, you will find each day packed
with enriching opportunities. The 2026 program features a dynamic lineup focused on increasing
student engagement, navigating the rapid evolution of artificial intelligence, building equitable classrooms, and sharing best practic-
es grounded in educational research.

Thursday: Igniting the Conversation
Kick off your Thursday morning at 8:00 am with an expanded lineup of six themed sessions sponsored by our Academic Net-
works (ANets). These fast-paced, 15-minute talks are designed for maximum flexibility, allowing you to easily switch rooms to follow
the topics that spark your interest:
 "Mathematics Around the World: Sharing Practices, Building Connections" (International Mathematics ANet)
 "Real People, Real Numbers: Contextualized Mathematics" (Mathematics and Its Application for Careers ANet)
e "Creativity in Mathematics Intensive Courses" (Precalculus and Beyond ANet)
* "Data Science and Al in Education” (Statistics and Data Science ANet)
* "Quantitative Reasoning in the World of Artificial Intelligence" (Quantitative Reasoning ANet)
* "Building Research & Mentoring Experiences on Two-Year College Campuses" (Research and Mentoring Experiences for Students
and Faculty ANet)

If you are a first-time attendee, be sure to join an AMATYC 101 walking tour to get familiar with the organization and navigate
the Marriott's conference spaces. Tours depart from the Registration area on Wednesday evening at 5:00 pm and again Thursday
morning at 8:00 am.

The excitement builds Thursday afternoon with the Opening Session at 3:00 pm, featuring a timely keynote address by Ken Ono
entitled "Reasoning at the Frontier: The Emerging Role of Al in Mathematical Discovery." Immediately following the keynote, join
colleagues for the Grand Opening of the Exhibit Hall at 4:30 pm, followed by the evening Research Session showcasing results from
innovative, grant-funded work.

Friday: Connection and Fast-Paced Fun
Friday morning brings vital opportunities for regional connection. Start your day by collaborating with local colleagues at the
Regional Breakfast and Meeting. Throughout the day, you can dive into a massive variety of regular sessions, browse the exhibit hall,
and continue fruitful, spontaneous conversations with peers.
Cap off your Friday afternoon by test-driving your skills in the Faculty Math League at 4:05 pm, and don't miss the lively, fast-
paced AMATYC Ignite session at 6:00 pm-always a crowd favorite for its high-energy, five-minute presentations.

Saturday: Reflection, Mentorship, and Insight
Saturdays Awards Breakfast features a keynote address by Edray Goins entitled "Proof by Mentoring: Guidance that Generates
Growth," focusing on the transformative power of faculty mentorship in mathematical pathways. Throughout the day, attendees can
choose from a wide variety of presentations, including two exceptional featured sessions. Padhu Seshaiyer will present "“Building
Sustainable Data Science Programs, Practices and Pathways," offering concrete frameworks for emerging curricula, while Amy Tuck-
er and Mark Branson will share their collaborative work in "Connecting Students to Math via Social Justice: Practices & Results,"
showcasing actionable data and classroom strategies.

Sunday: Reflection and Looking Ahead
On Sunday morning, take advantage of a final round of presentations before gathering for the Closing Session at 10:45 am.
This final meeting is a wonderful space to reflect on the innovative ideas you've encountered, discuss how you will implement them
on your campus, and discover paths to step into AMATYC leadership. Before saying goodbye to the City of Brotherly Love, we will
also look ahead to the 2027 AMATYC Annual Conference in Spokane, Washington (November 11-14), where we will discover the
inspiration that is "Hidden in Plain Sight."

Presiding in Philadelphia
by Pat Riley, Assistant Program Coordinator

The Conference Program Committee is working hard to bring together a great AMATYC Conference in Philadelphia. A big part
of a successful conference is having presiders for all sessions. A presider is someone who introduces the speakers for a session and
ensures that the room is set up and ready to go. Presiders also help sessions run smoothly and serve as a connection between the
session presenters and the Program Committee.

Being a presider not only guarantees you a good seat in the room; it is also a great way to participate in the AMATYC Conference
for those who have never been involved before but have always wanted to contribute.

Our schedule is going to be very full this year, so the Program Committee needs many more presiders than in past years. If this
sounds like something you would be interested in, or if you have any questions, please contact Pat Riley at programassist@amatyc.org.

We look forward to seeing you in Philadelphia!


mailto:programassist@amatyc.org

Equity Minded Instruction
by Ben Aschenbrenner, Chair, Equity ANet

One of the things I have been involved with over the last year is a profes-
sional learning community (PLC) at the university where I work. I love PLCs
because they bring together practitioners to talk about what we do. I know
you know that what we do is hard! So it's a pleasure to have a space to talk,
in a structured way, about the challenges and opportunities available to us.

The PLC I was co-leading was called “Simple Steps to SoTL.” I first
learned about SoTL (the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning) from
AMATYC-not sure how many conferences ago, but at least five or six. I fell in
love with the idea but had never had a chance to fully explore doing SoTL
work. So my colleague and I put together this series of talks and had a blast
hosting conversations about doing research in your own classroom. The
heart of SoTL, in my opinion, is bringing together the practitioner (teacher)
and researcher roles into one. To do true SoTL work, you have to publish
something, but you can take steps toward SoTL by starting to challenge
yourself to look at your innovations and think about how to measure the
outcomes. Technically, you should try to measure outcomes using a mixed
methodology, which to me simply means using both quantitative and qualita-
tive measures.

The success of this effort at the college led me to propose a similar
group for the AMATYC community. 'm in the process of assembling interest-
ed participants and figuring out what meeting cadence we will use. We will
meet remotely over Zoom because that is the beauty of living in 2026-we
know how to do that, and we know how to make it work for people who can't
physically be together.

Anyhow, by the time this is published in the newsletter, we may have
already started. But if you somehow missed the call, feel free to reach out to
the Equity ANet to find out details about what we are doing. There will be no
hard deadlines for joining because [ know we are all busy and live complicat-
ed lifes (as do our students).

Rethinking the Clock:
The Push for Accelerated Math

by Sherry McCormack, Chair, Innovative Teaching
and Learning ANet

Innovation in higher education is often discussed in abstract terms,
but at the 52" AMATYC Annual Conference, we're getting practical. The
conversation is shifting from what we teach to how quickly we can effectively
teach it.

Accelerated math pathways are gaining momentum, but they raise critical
questions for faculty and administrators alike. How fast is too fast? Does the
pace that works for a developmental student also hold up for those in
Calculus?

The benefits are clear: momentum. At Hopkinsville CC, for example,
we’ve moved beyond offering only the traditional 16-week model. By offering
4-week Wintersessions, 5- and 8-week summer terms, and back-to-back
8-week "mini-semesters” (Fall/Spring I and II), we've transformed the student
timeline. College-ready students can now complete their math requirements
in a single semester, while those starting at the developmental level can still
finish within one academic year.

Efficiency, however, comes at a cost. From the pressure- cooker effect of
missing a single class to the logistical strain on faculty and advisors, the
obstacles to acceleration are just as significant as the potential for student
success.

Join Keith Nabb and Wendi Dass for their conference session, "Shorten-
ing the Semester: Panel Discussion on Acceleration in Math." They will dive
into the data, the challenges of varied course levels, and the lessons learned
from campuses that have already broken the 16-week mold.

Engaging Two-Year
College Math Faculty in

Research and Innovation
by Dana Clahane, Chair, Research and
Mentoring Experiences for Students and
Faculty (RMESF) ANet

The Research and Mentoring Experiences for
Students and Faculty (RMESF) ANet serves AMATYC
and the greater STEM community by creating path-
ways for two-year college students and faculty to build
high-quality innovation, research, and problem-solving
communities. This gives two-year college students
opportunities to engage in undergraduate research on
equal footing with their peers at four-year institutions.

We invite all students and faculty to join our
Math Exploration Research Forums (MERFs), held
on Zoom every third Friday of the month. Mentor-
ing and organizational meetings occur on the first
Friday of each month and will resume in September
2026. Please reach out to me anytime if you or your
colleagues would like to give a talk or form a prob-
lem-solving team. At the upcoming AMATYC Confer-
ence in Philadelphia, we will feature a full slate of pre-
sentations, including a special session by the Center
for Undergraduate Research in Mathematics, which
funds year-long mini-grants for two-year and four-year
faculty-student research collaborations. We strongly
encourage you to apply. Additionally, students can
use mathprograms.org to find and easily apply for
summer and academic-year Research Experiences for
Undergraduates (REUs).

This past spring, the MERFs featured the follow-
ing presentations:

e March: "Practical and Plausible Temperature Cor-
rection Across Devices" by Erik Andries (Central
New Mexico CC)

e April: "The Mathematics of Consciousness: Syn-
chronization Thresholds in Cortical Networks" by
Se Min Kim (Fullerton College student)

*  May: "Eigenvectors of Pascal’s Matrix and Count-
ing Points on Elliptic Curves" by Riley Casper
(California State University, Fullerton)

The speakers have been exceptionally interesting,
including students, faculty, and industry guest speak-
ers. I encourage everyone to adopt an unsolved math
problem or explore a new mathematical application.
Aim for one to two hours per week of dedicated time
to tackle these problems individually or in groups-
even with the ethical use of Al as a resource. Showing
your students an unresolved problem, such as the
Twin Prime Conjecture (the question of whether there
are infinitely many prime pairs that differ by 2), can
significantly increase their interest in mathematics.

If you or your students are unsure how to get
started, we have hundreds of ongoing projects and
papers that you can join, and LaTeX typesetting is
easy to learn.

Become part of our national two-year college
mathematics research community if you are interest-
ed in exploring the frontiers of mathematics. Contact
me anytime at dana.clahane@amatyc.org.
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Research for Teaching Faculty:
What Does Research Look Like for Us?

by Ashley Majzun, Chair, Research in
Mathematics Education for Two-Year Colleges ANet

Research has become a buzzword in recent years. In education, we reg-
ularly hear about research-based teaching practices, undergraduate research
opportunities, and new findings published by our colleagues at four-year
institutions. For those of us in academia, the term is familiar.

Outside of education, however, the word "research” has taken on a
much more prominent role since the COVID-19 pandemic. Phrases such as
"Do your research" and "What does the research say?" have become part of
everyday conversations, often appearing in classrooms, across social media
platforms, and even while standing in line at the grocery store.

Yet, despite hearing the word so often, many of us may still wonder what
research actually looks like, especially for teaching faculty in mathematics.
When we think of research, we often imagine large-scale experiments, longi-
tudinal studies spanning years, or projects supported by million-dollar grants.
Others may picture pages of statistical analyses and hypothesis tests. While
these certainly represent forms of research, they are far from the whole
picture.

So, what does research look like for mathematics teaching faculty at
two-year colleges?

Believe it or not, research often begins with curiosity. It starts when we
notice something in our classrooms and ask a question. Why are students
struggling with a particular concept? Does a new activity improve engage-
ment? How do students approach problem-solving in different course
formats? How do we strengthen the culture in our department? These ques-
tions arise naturally from our daily work and can become the foundation for
meaningful inquiry.

Of course, turning a question into a research project involves additional
steps. Depending on the project, there may be Institutional Review Board
(IRB) approval, proposal development, data collection and analysis, and
ultimately identifying venues where the work can be shared with others.
While the process can seem daunting at first, each step is manageable when
taken one at a time. Over the next two years, I hope to explore these topics,
highlight available resources, and encourage faculty who are interested in
taking the next step from classroom curiosity to scholarly inquiry.

As I conclude this article, I would like to offer a simple challenge as
you are about to end your summer semester. Research does not have
to be viewed as something beyond our reach or reserved for others. Our
classrooms are rich with questions worth exploring, and our experiences as
teaching faculty provide valuable perspectives on student learning. The next
research project may not begin with a grant proposal, but with a question
you ask during your next class.

AMATYC 2026

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Utah Valley University, Orem, UT.

The most current list of events may be found
on the AMATYC Event webpage at
www.amatyc.org/events/showmonth/current.

Stevens Point, WI.
Contact: Drew Boso,
wismatyc1993@gmail.com
September 18: INMATYC Fall Meeting, .
Ivy Tech CC Downtown, Indianapolis, IN. Octoler RN CID 20
Contact: Michael Eusebio,

meusebio@ivytech.edu Digs NilaioGs, I

September 26: UMATYC Annual Conference,

Contact: Eunmi Joung, ejoung@umatyc.org

September 26: WisMATYC Annual
Conference, Mid State Technical College,

Urban Campus of Des Moines Area CC,

From the Field:
Current Research in

Mathematics Education
by Ashley Majzun, Chair,
Research in Mathematics Education
for Two-Year Colleges ANet

Asma Zangana is a mathematics faculty member
and Assistant Chair of the Mathematics Department at
St. Louis CC-Forest Park. She completed her doctoral
degree in Higher Education Leadership at Maryville
University this past spring. Asma’s scholarly interests
include community college mathematics pedagogy,
active learning, and practitioner-led action research.

Her dissertation, “Building Thinking Classrooms
in Community College Math,” examined the imple-
mentation of Building Thinking Classrooms (BTC) in
a community college mathematics course. The study
investigated the impact of BTC on student engage-
ment, mathematical critical thinking, and course suc-
cess using both quantitative and qualitative data. The
findings demonstrated statistically significant gains in
student engagement and problem-solving, education-
ally meaningful growth in critical thinking, and course
success rates comparable to those achieved through
traditional lecture-based instruction across instruction-
al modalities.

Want to learn more? Asma will share her research
at the AMATYC Annual Conference in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. Stop by the session and join the conver-
sation.

@
myAMATYC Discontinued

AMATYC will discontinue its use of the myAMATYC
online collaborative community on August 28, 2026. If
there are any resources from myAMATYC that you wish
to keep, please download them before this date.

We are very grateful to Karen Gaines, our Online
Community Coordinator, for maintaining this platform
for AMATYC since 2020.

October 9-10: MichMATYC Conference,
Schoolcraft College, Livonia, ML

Contact: Carmen Andert,
candert@michmatyc.org

November 19-22: 52" AMATYC Annual
Conference, Philadelphia Marriott Downtown,
Philadelphia, PA. Contact: AMATYC Office,
amatyc@amatyc.org

Add or update affiliate conference information
at www.amatyc.org/affiliate-conferences.

Contact: Chris McClure, crmcclure@dmacc.edu
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Statistics and Data Science ANet: The

Largest Two-Year College Datakest Event
by Rachel Saidi, DataFest Coordinator;
Rebecca Wong; and Crystal Wiggins

On the weekend of March 27-29, over 100 students from 28 teams repre-
senting two-year colleges across the country participated in the fifth Two-Year
College DataFest event. DataFest is an annual celebration of data sponsored by
the American Statistical Association (ASA), where teams work together to extract
meaning from a large, rich, and complex dataset.

This year marks the third year that TYCDF has been officially sanctioned as
an AMATYC event. In its first year, just five teams participated. This year’s 27%
increase in participating teams over 2025 is a clear indication of the growing
interest in data science at two-year colleges.

The dataset for this year’s challenge was provided by Stormont Vail Health,
a nonprofit integrated health system that has served the healthcare needs of
Kansas for more than 130 years. After a weekend of intense exploration and
analysis, teams submitted a five-minute presentation along with a two-slide sum-
mary of their findings. These submissions were reviewed by a panel of volunteer
judges, all of whom are professionals in data science. Special recognition was
awarded in the following categories:

Best Overall
Team "Lemon Pepper Bandits" from Norco College
Faculty Advisor: Caroline Hutchings
Team Members: Tommy Deth, Erica Santana, Brenda Aguilar,
Muhammad Cheema, Steve Hubbard

Best Insights
Team "RR Data" from Red Rocks Community College
Faculty Advisor: Andrew Jensen
Team Members: Susan Switzer, Rudy Padilla, Jack Klusmann

Best Visualization
Team "The Outliers" from Montgomery College
Faculty Advisor: Mais Alraee
Team Members: Lydia Baick, Grace Sampson, Natalia Solomon,
Julia Melo Cavalcante

Best Statistical Analysis
Team "Monte Carlo" from Montgomery College
Faculty Advisor: Luc Desir
Team Members: Michael Desir, Thiloni Konara, and Ash Ibasan

Students from these award-winning teams will receive student memberships
in the American Statistical Association (ASA), and each winning college will
receive a plaque at the 2026 AMATYC Annual Conference in Philadelphia. We
thank Pearson for sponsoring the college awards.

We look forward to continuing to grow this exciting event. For more infor-
mation, contact Rachel Saidi, DataFest Coordinator (rachel.saidi@montgomery-
college.edu), or Crystal Wiggins (crystal.wiggins@amatyc.org).

FuturRE AMATYC CONFERENCES

2026
2027

November 19-22
Spokane, WA November 11-14
Phoenix, AZ November 9-12

For additional information, contact the
AMATYC Office at amatyc@amatyc.org.

Philadelphia, PA

2028

Highlights of the

Spring Board Meetings
by Nikita Patterson, Secretary

The 2026 Spring Board Meeting (SBM) was
held remotely on March 19 and in person on
April 17-19. An additional virtual meeting took
place on May 21 as part of the Summer Confer-
ence Calls.

The following appointments were made
during these meetings:
¢ Julie Gunkelman, Oakland CC, as Conference

Committee Program Coordinator
 Kathryn (Kate) Kozak, Coconino CC, as Posi-
tion Statement Editor

The Board reviewed spring reports submit-
ted by all ANet leaders, coordinators, and com-
mittees. It also engaged in extensive discussions
regarding the budget, membership, marketing,
and strategic plan.

Several key motions were approved, includ-
ing:

e Changing the AMATYC tagline to “College
Mathematics for the First Two Years”

e Submitting the Project DELTA proposal to the
Gates Foundation for funding

e Changing the name of the Mathematics Inten-
sive ANet to Precalculus and Beyond

* Holding Ignite events during the 2026, 2027,
and 2028 annual conferences

The Board also approved a complimentary
lifetime institutional membership for Southwest
Tennessee CC.

The AMATYC News is the official newsletter of the
American Mathematical Association of Two-Year
Colleges. It is published four times each year in
Winter, Spring, Summer, and Fall. Your articles and
announcements are welcome. Submission dead-
lines are November 25, February 25, June 1, and
August 15 for the respective issues.

Address changes should be sent to:

AMATYC Office
Southwest Tennessee CC
5983 Macon Cove
Memphis, TN 38134
Phone 901.333.5643 Fax 901.333.5651
amatyc@amatyc.org

All other correspondence should be directed to:

Asli Mutlu
AMATYC News Editor
Wake Technical CC
6600 Louisburg Road
Raleigh, NC 27616
Phone 919.532.5583
AMATYCNews@amatyc.org
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Asli Mutlu, Editor
AMATYC News
Southwest Tennessee CC
5983 Macon Cove
Memphis, TN 38134

Focus on Affiliates: MATYCONN, NEMATYC(C, and NYSMATYC

by Chris Yuen, Northeast Regional Vice President

Three AMATYC affiliates, Mathematics Association of Two-Year
Colleges of Connecticut (MATYCONN), New England Mathemat-
ics Association of Two-Year Colleges (NEMATYC), and New York
State Mathematics Association of Two-Year Colleges (NYSMATYC),
came together on April 24-25 for the first-ever AMATYC Northeast
Regional Conference. Nearly 120 faculty members gathered to hear
presentations covering a wide range of topics, including creating
accessible PDFs, running a math club, forensic mathematics, and
machining trigonometry.

The highlights of the conference were the keynote addresses.
Sunil and Raya Singh spoke on Friday evening. The title of their
presentation was “Adopting a Calculus Mindset to Experience More
Happiness in Life.” It focused on how changing one’s mindset can
help overcome depression during difficult life situations. Ernie
Danforth’s Friday keynote, titled “Reflections on 50 Years of Math
Conferences,” shared how his influences, particularly Herb Gross,
helped make him a better teacher.
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AMATYC was well repre-
sented at the conference. Chris
Yuen, Northeast Regional Vice
President; Debbie Rimkus,
Executive Director; and George
Hurlburt, Past President, were
all in attendance. Debbie
staffed the AMATYC booth and
signed up several new mem-
bers!

A special thank you to
the conference committee for the many hours of work that went
into coordinating this event: Sophia Georgiakaki, Chris Yuen, Brian
Milleville, Philomena D’Alessandro, Nick Stugard, Sue Lounsbury,
and Suchi Amritkumar.

Please contact your Regional Vice President if you are interested
in coordinating an AMATYC Regional Conference. It is an excellent
way to bring organizations together and make many new friends!

College Mathematics For The First Two Years





