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Problem solving and proposing are among the most fruitful mathematical activities. Most of this 
author’s research and articles began with curiosity, which led to experimentation and discovery 
of one or more patterns, which led to conjecture. At that point, the problem generally required a 
proof, and the search for one became the focus. And after all that was done, shortly after patting 
oneself on the back and feeling good about the work—you guessed it—there is suddenly an 
equally interesting variant! (And after that is all explored and exhausted, and you are rested, 
soon, there is a whole new problem.) 
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