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Abstract 

Teachers in developmental programs are constantly looking for ways to improve their classrooms 

and better motivate their students. Shifting power in the classroom has been shown to improve 

student motivation and performance. Allowing students to choose their own syllabus content is one 

way to shift power in the classroom. This paper examines the implications of allowing 

developmental mathematics students to choose the content of their syllabus that concerns 

classroom behavior and assignment weights. 
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