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When I first began to take classes in theater and
comedy improvisation, my motives were largely
creative and social, though there was some
supposition that my mathematics teaching (at a
community college) could benefit as well.
Students are known to tout their favorite teachers
as "funny.” Taking improv classes would
presumably loosen me up a little at the board and
make me more confident about my stage
presence, thereby helping to facilitate the
occasional joke or witty aside that could make for
moments of shared humor between me and the
class. Now, some years and many improv classes
later, | have come to recognize that the art of
improvising and the art of teaching share
fundamental themes. In fact, | believe that they
can be seen as crafts that share some
fundamentalrrules.
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