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Abstract
Supplemental instruction (SI) is an academic support program designed for college level courses.

In the SI Model, a leader/tutor—who is a peer—is assigned to a course and is expected to help
students succeed in that class. In 1993, LaGuardia Community College launched its version of Sl,
the Academic Peer Instruction Program (API), with a pilot study employing three tutors for the
same number of courses. Since its inception, API has targeted over 800 credit courses. For the first
time in the spring semester of 2011, API targeted Elementary Algebra (MAT096), the second of a
sequence of two developmental mathematics courses. This effort has continued every spring until
2014. During the academic year 2014-2015, LaGuardia’s API program received additional funds to
target additional sections of MATQ96. The funds culminated in targeting this course during the
entire academic year, including the short sessions (LaGuardia operates year-round with two 12-
week “long” semesters and two “short” 6-week winter and summer semesters). In this paper, we
describe the API program, the results from the first four spring semesters and how the program has
benefited students during the 2014-2015 academic year.
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