Happy Quiz—A Student Self-Assessment

AMATYC Themed Session T2B, 2007, Minneapolis

Connie Buller, Metropolitan CC, Nebraska  cbuller@mccneb.edu

About mid-term, students get a take-home quiz on whether they are happy with their grade, and what they plan to do to improve if they are unhappy with it.  Spelling and grammar count!

Several years ago, Marcia Mollé, a colleague at Metro, shared this quiz with me.  She started it in a section filled with non-studying students who complained they were not learning. I now use it in most of my classes.  I have seen students use it to reflect on their progress, and sometimes it marks the beginning of a real change, as they implement their suggestions.  As I read, and mark the quizzes, I find out what is working, and their comments give me ideas for change, or at least to consider exactly why I do what I do.  Good conversations are started, often with students who rarely speak up in class.  Beyond Crossroads describes the cycle of assessment, possible change, and re-consideration of any changes.  This quiz allows students to stand back and reflect for themselves.  
The quiz itself is in bold.  Student comments and my thoughts follow each question. I put a due date of about a week on it, and encourage them to visit our Writing Center if they are unsure about their grammar or spelling.  It is worth up to 6 points on a single quiz (all the quizzes are 20 points each, and the average of their best five of six quizzes counts as much as a unit exam).  

If you are ‘happy’ with your current grade, please list 3 things that you are currently doing that have contributed to your grade in this class.

Luke (Elem. Algebra Part I, at the penitentiary) “Checking my check and going over quiz and test material I’m not sure of.”
Kyle (College Algebra) “I have completed 99.9% of all of the homework assignments.”
If you are NOT ‘happy’ with your current grade, then list 3 things that you are going to start doing to help improve your grade in this class.
Jeff (College Algebra) “Not leave the country for a week” (he did earlier, with devastating results).

Emma (Elem. Algebra Part I) “No i am not satified with my grade.”  

“I am going to study more than I should too.”
“get a tutor when needed asap so i  won’t start to slack off early.”

Leah (Intermediate Algebra) “Doing all the homework helps.”
Ben (College Algebra) “Some of the things that I need to start doing to improve my grade is start doing the homework.”  
Name one thing that you would like Mrs. Buller to change in her teaching that you feel would be of help to you.

Jeff (College Algebra) “Go over specific problems that you know will be on tests.” (()

2 students (College Algebra Win 06) said I shouldn’t “re-wind” or “stop and repeat” when students come in late.  Note:  Since I read this I have mended my ways!
Jon (College Algebra) “Organize all the papers in my car”

Kory (College Algebra) “Allow more time in class to go over the sections in the book.  Might have been a little fast paced.” 

Fernando (College Geometry) “Leave the homework away.”
Nikka (Intermediate Algebra) “I would like Mrs. Buller to pick examples from the book instead of making them up.”

Name one thing that you would NOT want Mrs. Buller to change in her teaching.

Stephanie (Elem. Algebra Part I) “I do not want you to change all your examples, meaning the stories you tell.  Thoes help me relate the math problem to everyday life.”
Emma (Elem. Algebra Part I) “I love your way of teaching do not change it at all.  You make it fun for me.”

Luke (Elem. Algebra Part I, at the penitentiary) “Don’t lose the cheerful attitude you bring to class everyday.”
Greg (Elem. Algebra Part I, at the penitentiary) “Her enduring patience and great attitude”
Brooke (Intermediate Algebra) “I like the quick quizzes they are good practice and they help me practice and realize what I don’t understand.”
Jon (College Algebra) “the jokes, such as Descartes before Dehorse”

Amanda D. (College Algebra) “Mrs. Buller should not change the way that she relates math to abstract things such as donuts, and overhead strings.  Relating a problem to something we can see or imagine really helps paint a picture of the answer.”  (Note: sharing 5 donuts among 100,000 people helps see that while each person gets a trifle, they get close to 0—asymptotic behavior; the overhead string is continuous, but if part of the string is above the table, and part below, the string must cut the table plane somewhere –intermediate value theorem and the search for zeros).

Kory (College Algebra) “Giving us the answers to all the homework problems.  That was my biggest help in your class this semester.”  (Note:  these are the answers only to the even problems—I assign multiples of 4—I don’t like assigning odds because students can purchase worked-out solutions to the odds, and then don’t think of their own ways to solve problems, or copy the book without understanding...  Kory is a good student, by the way.)  

Amanda L. (Elem. Algebra Part I):  “One thing I would like Mrs. Buller to change that would be of help to me is not to assign so many lessons at once.  One lesson is enough to absorb at a time.”  (Note:  I agree with her, but we have found that students will not sign up for the sessions that meet daily.  Therefore, even in a slower-paced class, there is doubling up.  We now are willing to offer “blended” classes that are half on-line and half in-class, but even there the pass rate is not good for students who find reading and studying on their own troublesome.  For Amanda’s well-stated reason, we refuse to offer traditional classes that meet only once a week) 
Amanda H. (Intermediate Algebra):  “One thing I would NOT change is the opportunity she provides students to improve their test scores.  It’s a great way for me to see what I need to study more and then I’m given the chance to earn extra points for a higher grade.”  (Note:  if students complete all back homework, they can retake just the problems they missed on a similar test for half the change, provided they get this done before I hand back the next exam.  I have done this for decades, and my grade spread is roughly the same as my colleagues—maybe my original tests are a little rougher!”)

Nick (Intermediate Algebra):  “I would like you to keep the real life storyes for shure.”
