
The Power of

for Effective Online 
Course ManagementCourse Management

George Alexander
Madison Area Technical College

Calvin Williamson
Fashion Institute of Technology, 

SUNY

The Power of

for Effective Online 
Course ManagementCourse Management

George Alexander
Madison Area Technical College

Calvin Williamson
Fashion Institute of Technology, 

SUNY



Google Accounts

Anyone can create a free Google 
account (by using any email address 
and adding a password) at 
docs.google.comdocs.google.com

Anyone can create a free Google 
account (by using any email address 
and adding a password) at 



Document types

• Documents (word processing)
• Spreadsheets
• Slide Presentations
• Forms
• File storage (any file type can be uploaded, • File storage (any file type can be uploaded, 

but there are some size limits)

Users can choose the format for file 
downloads

Documents (word processing)

File storage (any file type can be uploaded, File storage (any file type can be uploaded, 
but there are some size limits)

Users can choose the format for file 



Easy Organization

• Folder system
• Fully searchable
• Sort by date or file name
• Revision history• Revision history

Sort by date or file name



Tool box

• Standard formatting tools
• �Equation Editor
• Supports images, video
• Drawing tools• Drawing tools

Standard formatting tools

Supports images, video



Advantages of Cloud Computing

• Ease of editing
• Easy to link to course pages
• Always available
• Common platform - no file conversions• Common platform - no file conversions
• Shared files - eliminates email attachments
• Can grade work by inserting comments in the 

existing file

Advantages of Cloud Computing

Easy to link to course pages

no file conversionsno file conversions
eliminates email attachments

Can grade work by inserting comments in the 



Document Examples

Documents

A document shared for 
viewing can be an 
assignment file:

IA-Project3-Summary

IA-Project3-Questions

Document Examples

Spreadsheets

A spreadsheet can be given 
as a template for calculations:

Inverse MatricesInverse Matrices

A document or spreadsheet 
can be shared with an 

individual student with grade 
information:

IA-MyGrades-Sample



Folder Examples

A folder can be used to share files between
a student and an instructor:

GD-SampleStudent

A folder can house all materials for a course project:A folder can house all materials for a course project:

Sample Project Folder

Documents can belong to multiple folders:

Late Work Policy

A folder can be used to share files between
a student and an instructor:

SampleStudent

A folder can house all materials for a course project:A folder can house all materials for a course project:

Sample Project Folder

Documents can belong to multiple folders:

Late Work Policy



Integrate file links into websites

Compatible with any
course management system

Google Sites: Intermediate AlgebraGoogle Sites: Intermediate Algebra

Integrate file links into websites

Compatible with any
course management system

Intermediate AlgebraIntermediate Algebra



Course Management Systems and 
Google 

You can use Google: 
• to publish lecture pages, presentations, 

spreadsheet data to your LMS course 
• instead of assignment dropbox• instead of assignment dropbox
• instead of group discussions 
• instead of gradebook 

Course Management Systems and 

to publish lecture pages, presentations, 
spreadsheet data to your LMS course 
instead of assignment dropboxinstead of assignment dropbox
instead of group discussions 
instead of gradebook 



Lecture Page (as Student)

Clicking on this as a student

Lecture Page (as Student)



Shows it as a web page



Lecture Page (as Instructor)

Clicking on this as the 
instructor (so you own the 
document in Google) 

Lecture Page (as Instructor)



Shows it in edit mode



Dropbox (as Student)

Clicking on this as a 
student

Dropbox (as Student)



Shows it as a view only Shows it as a view only 
Google doc

Student makes a copy 
and shares with you



Dropbox (as Instructor)

Clicking on this as 
the instructor

Dropbox (as Instructor)



Shows it in edit mode



Group Assignment

Clicking on this as Clicking on this as 
student in the group 
or as instructor 

Group Assignment



Shows it in edit mode

Students you have shared with 
as collaborators can edit the 
document together 

Shows it in edit mode

Students you have shared with 
as collaborators can edit the 
document together 



Spreadsheet(as Student)

Clicking on this as a 
student

Spreadsheet(as Student)



Shows it as a view only 
Google spreadsheet

Student makes a copy and 
shares with you



Spreadsheet(as Instructor)

Clicking on this as an 
instructor 

Spreadsheet(as Instructor)



Shows it in edit modeShows it in edit mode



Group Assignments
and Google

You create the documen
members collaborators

• students can edit the document together• students can edit the document together
• you can see the group work at any stage
• in case a student dele

a revision history

ent and make the group 

students can edit the document togetherstudents can edit the document together
you can see the group work at any stage

eletes everything there is 







Google Docs and Equations

• Equation Editor uses Latex expressions
• Provide simple examples students can use
• Students copy-and-paste and edit further to 

customizecustomize
• Students can copy-and

students examples as well
• Uses Google Chart AP

images 

Google Docs and Equations

Equation Editor uses Latex expressions
Provide simple examples students can use

paste and edit further to 

and-paste from other 
students examples as well

PI for producing equation 



Provide examples students 
can choose from
Provide examples students 
can choose from

They copy 
it



Paste it somewhere in the 
assignment
Paste it somewhere in the 
assignment



Edit it further for the particular 
calculation
Edit it further for the particular 
calculation



Links for Group Assignments:

Group1 Activities - Mod 5 - Google Docs
Group1 Discussion - Mod 5 -
Group2 Activities - Mod 5 - Google Docs
Group2 Discussion - Mod 5 -
Group Solution - Mod 5 - Google Docs

Link for Equation Examples:
Equation Examples

Link for Mathplosion:
http://mathplosion.com

Links for Group Assignments:

Google Docs
Google Docs

Google Docs
Google Docs

Google Docs


