
A way to Undo exponents



Many things we do in 

mathematics involve 

undoing
an operation.



Subtraction is the 

inverse of 

addition



When you were in grade 
school, you probably learned 
about subtraction this way.

2 + = 8

7 + = 10



Then one day your 

teacher  introduced you 

to a new symbol 

Ƅ

to undo addition



3 + = 10 

Could be written

10 Ƅ 3 = 



8 ï2 =



8 ï2 =
2 + ? = 8



8 ï2 =
2 + 6 = 8



8 ï2 = 6
2 + 6 = 8



The same could be 

said about division

÷



40 ÷ 5 =



40 ÷ 5 =
5 x ? = 40



40 ÷ 5 =
5 x 8 = 40



40 ÷ 5 = 8
5 x 8 = 40



Consider  49



49



= ?
?2 = 49

49



= ?
?2 = 49

49



= ?
72 = 49

49



= 7
72 = 49

49



Exponential Equations:

5? = 25


