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The more than 1,170 two-year colleges serve 10.4 million students, with 5.4 million enrolled
in credit classes.” A two-year college is within commuting distance of nearly every person in the
United States. Two-year college enrollments account for about 45% of all undergraduate
postsecondary enrollments in the United States.” Most two-year colleges offer these courses,
programs, and services:
open-door admission
extensive developmental education programs
a wide range of lower-division undergraduate courses that transfer to four-year colleges
two-year associate degree programs in the arts and the sciences
two-year associate degree programs in technical careers designed to meet critical local
economic needs
certificate programs for training in entry level job skills
short-term job training and continuing education related to local employment and
economic growth
adult literacy education and high school GED diplomas
mandatory placement testing in mathematics for ninety-eight percent of first-time
mathematics students with mandatory placement at two-thirds of the colleges
e mathematics tutoring labs, staffed by full-time or adjunct faculty, paraprofessionals, or

peer tutors.

Summary

Beyond Crossroads presents a renewed vision in mathematics education for two-year college
professionals and introduces five Implementation Standards, using the Principles and Standards for
Intellectual Development, Content, and Pedagogy presented in 1995 Crossroads in Mathematics as a
foundation. Beyond Crossroads extends the 1995 vision, focusing on implementation strategies to
maximize student success in mathematics. This vision for mathematics standards in the first two
years of college complements the standards and recommendations of the NCTM and the MAA and
calls for a supportive learning environment that enables students to transition from high school to the
two-year college to the four-year college as easily as possible.

Mathematics standards in the first two years of college need to challenge and enlighten
students and help them develop practical knowledge and flexible intellectual tools. Improvement of
student learning in mathematics cannot occur in isolation. Beyond Crossroads calls to action all
persons in preK-12 school districts, colleges and universities, business and industry, and the public
sectors, challenging them to improve the mathematics learning of all students. Everyone must work
collaboratively, accept responsibility, and commit to providing the best mathematical experience
possible for all students.
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